
 
                             Mexborough St John the Baptist CE Primary – History- How amazing Were The Aztecs?  

 

Topic: The Aztec Civilisation Year: 6 Strand: Civilisation 
 

 

Vocabulary What should I already know?  

agriculture Farming of crops 
 

alliance When two or more groups of people or countries  
agree to work together and help each other. 

archaeologist someone who studies the past by exploring old remains 
 South America is a continent. 

 The climate of South America is different to that of the UK. 

 Human and physical geographical features of a region in South America. 

 Other civilisations include the Egyptians and the Greeks. 

 

architecture the art of planning, designing and constructing buildings 

civilisation a human society with its own social organisation and culture. 

climate the general weather conditions that are typical of it. 

continent 
a very large area of land that consists of many countries. South 
America is a continent. 

 

 Diagrams  

conquistadors 
Leaders of the Spanish conquest of America  

culture 
activities such as the arts and philosophy, which are considered to 
be important for the development of civilisation Where did the Aztecs live?  

 
The Aztecs were a nomadic tribe who settled in Mexico around AD 

1300. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They settled in Tenochtitlán as this had a good supply of water 
and food with easy access to nearby towns for trade.  
 
Once they settled in Tenochtitlán, the Aztec empire began to 
grow. It covered 80,000 square miles and included millions of 
people who were all ruled by an emperor.  

deforestation if an area is deforested, all the trees there are cut down 
 Aztec Society  

deities a god or goddess 

There were different social classes within Aztec 
society. 

 At the very top of society was the king 
along with his family. The king was 
called the Huey Tlatcani and he was 
very powerful.  

 Tecuhtli - Just below the emperor, who 
ruled the capital Tenochtitlan, were the 
rulers of the other city-states. They 
were very wealthy and lived in large 
palaces within their cities. They had 
complete power over their cities as long 
as they paid tribute to the emperor. 

 Pipiltin - Below the Tecuhtli were the 
pipiltin or the noble class. Only the 
noble class could wear certain types of 
clothes and jewelry such as feathers and 
gold. The pipiltin held the high ranking 
positions in the priesthood, the army, 
and the government. They formed the 
city council which helped to rule the 
city-states. The king was always chosen 
from the pipiltin.  

 Pochteca - There was a special class of 
Aztec merchants called pochteca. They 
were treated like the nobility in society 
because their jobs were considered very 
important to the Aztec Empire. The 

demise something or someone is at their end or death 

economy the wealth that a society or country gets from business and industry 

empire A group of people ruled by an emperor 

fertile rich in nutrients to support the growth of many plants 

hierarchy 
a system of organising people into different ranks or levels of 
importance, for example in society 

hieroglyphics 
A writing system that uses pictures and symbols instead of letters  
and words 

indigenous people or things belong to the country in which they are found 

human features features of land that have been impacted by human activity 

legacy What has been left behind that is remembered and/or used today 

merchant a person who buys or sells goods in large quantities 

 
Mexico 

A country in Central America 

  Nomads A group of people who move from place to place rather than 
living in one location. 

physical features natural features of land 

polytheists the worship of or belief in more than one god 

society people in general, thought of as a large organized group 

trade the activity of buying, selling, or exchanging goods or services 
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AD: 1100: The Aztecs are 
nomads, moving  

from place to place. 

AD: 1428: As the Aztecs form an 
alliance 

with other tribes, their empire begins 
to grow 

AD: 1200-1300: The 
Aztecs arrive in 

Mexico. 

AD 1521 The Aztec 
empire is invaded 

and  
destroyed by Spain 

AD: 1325: The city of 
Tenochtitlán is built  
as their capital city 

 
 
 

 
Tenochtitlán was built on a marshy island 
near the edge of Lake Texcoco.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

pochteca traveled long distances in 
order to bring back luxury goods that 
were treasured by the nobility. 

 Macehualtin - The common people in 
Aztec society were called the 
macehualtin. This included the farmers, 
warriors, and craftsmen. Later on in the 
history of the Aztecs, craftsmen and 
warriors began to have a higher position 
in society than the farmers.  

 Slaves - At the bottom of Aztec society 
were the slaves. In Aztec society, the 
children of slaves were not slaves. Aztec 
people became slaves by selling 
themselves into slavery to pay for debts 
or as punishment for crimes. The slaves 
had certain rights. They were not to be 
mistreated by their owners, they could 
buy their freedom, and they could not 
be sold by their masters unless they 
agreed. 
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 Historical Skills and Enquiry 

 Examine a variety of sources and use these to make inferences about the past - in particular about Aztec 
economy, culture, religious beliefs and society. 

 Describe how the Aztec civilisation has had an impact on modern society. 

 Examine the timeline of the Aztec civilisation and consider where there was rapid change and where there was 
very little change.. Explain why this may the case. 

 Compare what was happening in the Aztec civilisation with what was happening in Britain at the same time. 

 Compare the Aztecs with the Greek and Egyptian civilisations. 

 Describe the ideas, beliefs and attitudes of all groups of people in the Aztec civilisation. 

 Present what you know about the Aztecs using a variety of skills (e.g. Geography English, Maths, Computing, etc) 

 Use appropriate vocabulary to communicate about the Aztecs. 

 Describe and explain about the Aztecs’ most famous rulers. 

 Explain how the Aztec civilization was organized. 

 Discover how the lives of the Aztec people changed over time. 

 Learn how the Aztec people had to deal with conflict from Spanish conquistadors. 

 Learn which good the Aztecs traded and examine how they achieved this. 

 Compare the religious beliefs of the Aztecs to Christian  and other religious  beliefs. 

 Identify the legacy that The Aztec civilsation have left us. 

 

  

Geographical skills and knowledge 

AD 1522: 
Tenochtitlán is 

rebuilt as 
Mexico City. 

City - the 
capital of 
Mexico 



 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography 
of a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America. 

 Identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity within a location. 

 Understand some of the reasons for geographical similarities and differences between countries.  

 Describe how locations around the world are changing and explain some of the reasons why. 
Describe and understand key aspects of: 

 Key physical features including climate zones, biomes, vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes, 
earthquakes and the water cycle. 

 Key human features including settlements and land use, economic activity including trade links and 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food and minerals and water supplies. Understand 
how some of these aspects have changed over time.  

 Global warming, deforestation and plastic pollution – how locations are changing and why. 
 



 


