
Historical Skills and Enquiry 
Give an overview of what life was like in Britain during and after the war.  
What was life like for people during different periods in history.  
Begin to consider reasons for different accounts in history and distinguish 
fact from opinion.  
Use research and evidence to deduce and infer information about the past. 
Appropriately select and use a range of sources to find out about the past. 
Describe different accounts of an historical event, explaining some of the 
reasons why the accounts may differ. 
Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes 
in history. 
Place events, artefact and historical figures on a timeline, using dates.  
Recount and explain change over time, representing this with evidence on a 
time line.  
Use dates and specific terms to describe events. 
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                Topic: World War 2 Year: 4 Strand: History 

What should I already know? 
World War 2 involved many countries from around the globe 
fighting against each other. 
Where in the world is Germany? 
It lasted 6 years 
It started in 1939 
Words and phrases relating to timeline of events such as; past, 
present, older, newer, recently, before, after. 
Ask questions such as: How was ___ different to____? How 
does____compare to ______? 

Leaders 
Adolf Hitler  Leader of the Nazi Party and Chancellor 

of Germany, 1933 - 1945 (also referred 
to as the Führer meaning leader)  

Winston Churchill  
UK Prime Minister, 1940 - 1945 (and 
again from 1951 - 1955)  

Neville Chamberlain  UK Prime Minister, 1937 - 1940 
(infamous for failed attempts to satisfy 
Hitler’s demands prior to the war)  

Franklin D. Roosevelt  US President, 1933 – 1945 (took the US 
into the war following the Perl Harbor 
attacks)  

Harry S. Truman  US President, 1945 – 1953 (responsible 
for the decision to drop Atomic bombs on 
Japan)  

Joseph Stalin  General Secretary of the Communist 
Party and Leader of the USSR, 1929 - 
1953  

 
‘History will be kind to me 
for I intend to write it.’ Churchill 
 

 
Swastika (symbol of Nazis) 
 

  
Enigma machine   
 

 
‘It is not truth that matters, but victory’ 
– Hitler 
 

 
Remains of a house after a bombing 
raid during the Blitz 

 

 

Extra Vocabulary 

civilisation, monarchy, democracy, 

parliament, sources, compare, 

contrast, impact, society, attitudes, 

experiences, cultural, viewpoints, 

reflect, invasion, conquest, rule 

Key Vocabulary 
Allies Countries which fought on the British side (including: USA, Great 

Britain, France, Russia (1941-1945) 

Evacuee Someone who was evacuated, moved from a danger area to a safer 
place (normally from the cities to rural areas) 

Black ‘out System of ensuring no lights were visible after dark so that buildings 
could not be spotted by enemy planes 

Rationing The controlled distribution of scarce resources (mainly food & 
clothing) 

Air Raid 
Shelter 

A building to protect people from bombs dropped by planes Anderson 
Shelter: Made of corrugated iron. Usually at the end of the garden 
Morrison Shelter: Metal cage used inside the house. Could double as a 
kitchen table 

Tranches A long, narrow ditch used for troops to shelter from enemy fire or 
attack 

Axies Countries which fought on the German side (including: Italy, Germany, 
Japan, Russia (1939-1941)) 

Nazi Member of the fascist German political party which came to power in 
1933. Symbol = swastika  

Blitz Series of aerial bombing raids on the UK, mainly cities including 
London, Bristol & Nottingham 10 11  

Holocaust Mass murder of Jews and other groups of people by the Nazis 

Fascism Right wing political view associated with not allowing opposition and 
total control by a dictator. 

Blitzkrieg Translated as ‘lightning war’. German quick strike invasion of Western 
Europe   

Luftwaffe The German Air Force (responsible for the Blitz) 

Enigma A machine used by the Nazis to send coded messages 

 


