
Diagrams 

5 Jan Edward the Confessor 
died. The Witan elected Harold 
Godwinson to be the next king 
of    England.     

 

  27 Sep William Duke of Normandy set sail with almost 700 
ships. His soldiers landed at Pevensey    and made a small 
castle. They burned the land to make Harold travel south. 

6 Jan Harold was crowned 
as king of England, at 
Westminster Abbey.    

 

Having heard of 
William's landing, 
Harold raced his army 
southwards. 

 

20 Sep Harald Hardrada 
invaded, with more than 
10,000 men in 200 long 
ships.  

 

14 Oct Battle of Hastings—
death of King Harold. 

25 Sep Harold Godwinson travelled north to 
fight Harald Hardrada. In four days he 
marched 180 miles. Godwinson defeated 
Hardrada but his  army was very tired.   

 

                                                                   Mexborough St John the Baptist C of E Primary School - History  

                Topic: 1066 Year: 3 Strand: Invasion 
What should I already know? 

 

 

The Normans were the next group of people to rule England 
after the Anglo-Saxons 
 
They built some of our most famous castles like the Tower of 
London and Windsor Castle 
 
The Normans came from northern France and invaded England 
in 1066 after Edward the Confessor died without an heir. 
 
They defeated the Anglo-Saxons at the Battle of Hastings,  
 
The Normans ruled England for about 300 years. 
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Vocabulary 

Anglo-Saxon 
the name given to the people who travelled from Germany 
and South Denmark and settled in Britain around AD 410 

bailey Flat area at the foot of a motte containing storerooms, 
animals etc 

barons 
Nobles who fought for William at Hastings who were 

rewarded with large areas of land 

Bayeux Tapestry Embroidery which tells the story of the Battle of Hastings 
(from the Norman point of view) 

conquer Gain control of an area with an army 

Domesday Book A record of all land and property. Completed in 1086 

feudalism A Norman way of organizing society so that everyone is loyal 
to the king 

heir 
Next in line to the throne 

invasion 
To take over a place by force 

motte A large man-made mound with a tower on the top 

Normans People from Normandy in France 

peasants Ordinary people who worked on the land for their master 

rebellion An uprising against a ruler 

witan A council of nobles which helped the king to rule in Anglo-
Saxon England 

 

People 
 

Harold 
Godwinson 

Anglo-Saxon Earl of Wessex. One of the most powerful men in 
England. His sister was married to King Edward. A brave and 
respected soldier, the Witan wanted him to be the next king 
but Edward had promised the throne to William on his 
deathbed. 

William of 
Normandy 

The Norman Duke of Normandy, France. He was King Edward’s 
cousin and was also a soldier from a fighting family. Edward 
had supposedly promised William that he should be the next 
king.  

 

Harald 
Hardrada 

The Viking King of Norway. Vikings had ruled in Britain before. 
His name means ‘hard ruler’. He was supported by Harold 
Godwinson’s brother. 
 

 

• Place events and historical figures on a timeline, using 

dates 

• Describe changes that have happened locally 

• Give an overview of what life was like in Britain during 

the Norman era 

• Investigate what life was like for different groups of 

people during the Norman era 

• Describe different accounts of an historical event, 

explaining some of the reasons why the accounts may 

differ 

• Suggest causes and consequences of some of the 

main events and changes in history 

 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/anglo-saxons
http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/1066-the-battle-of-hastings


 

 


