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Dear parents and Year 5 pupils, 

Happy New Year! 

We hope you all had a fantastic Christmas holiday and that the children are eager to start the new 
year. 

Our topic for the Spring term will be ‘The cat, the rat or something more than that?’ and is a study 
of the Medieval times, with a particular focus on The Black Death. The topic is quite gory and we 
are very excited to be learning all about the symptoms, believed causes and cures, as well as what 
life was like in the 14th century. Hopefully, we will be visiting Eyam to do a case study of a plague 
village and we will even be attempting to grow our own bacteria! Our topic launch focused on 
designing a Plague Doctor outfit – look out for the photos of facebook and twitter!  

Through our literacy, we will apply our growing knowledge of SPaG skills in narrative, explanation 
texts and persuasive writing and our termly text is Children of winter by Berlie Doherty. We have a 
class set of this in school but f you would like your child to have their own copy one can be 
purchased relatively cheaply on Amazon. This book focuses on what it was like to live through the 
plague in the 17th century so will offer us some good insights, as well as help us to make 
comparisons between the two periods being studied.  guided reading will be a journey throughout 
the text where children will focus on their inference and deduction skills. Book structure, retrieval, 
inference, vocabulary and author intent will be explored throughout. As always,  we ask that you 
listen to your child read at least 4 times a week and sign their reading diaries so that they can keep 
earning raffle tickets and be entered into the half termly draw. Children will need their reading books 
and diaries in school every day. 

During the topic, we will be learning about living things including plants and animals. This will 
involve us studying the life cycle of birds, insects and mammals as well as plants. We will be 
dissecting flowers, learning how seeds are dispersed and hopefully growing our own herbs!  

In mathematics, the focus this term will be multiplication and division, fractions, decimals and 
percentages. The focus throughout will be the need to use place value skills and applying them to 
different operations. Vocabulary, and its use in reasoning, will be evident within every lesson and the 
use of APE will be reinforced to develop and maintain a better understanding of the math skills. 

We will continue to work with the Junior Citizenship Programme on a Monday afternoon, RUFC on 
Wednesdays and Spanish on Thursdays. 

Homework 

 Reading 4 times a week 

 Times Table Rockstars 3 times a week 

 Learn spellings.  



PE 

PE until February half term will be Wednesday afternoon with Rotherham United and Thursday 
morning swimming. Swimming finishes in February and we will then update you of the change of 
session.  

As you all know, we will be going on our Liverpool residential in the summer term! To reduce the 
cost, school have paid £25 towards everybody’s place and we are also paying for the coach. 
However, to make sure we keep the cost low we also agreed to arrange some fundraising so Y5 will 
be coming home soon with their ideas about how we can raise money for this! I am sure you will 
all support this in appreciation for how low the cost of the residential is!  

Student 

During the Spring term, we will be joined by Miss Ashmore, who is a student teacher. We look 
forward to welcoming her to our Y5 team and are sure she is going to love her time with our 
wonderful children.  

We hope all the children will be inspired by our history topic! 

Mrs Saltis and Mrs Littlewood 


