
MEXBOROUGH ST JOHNS C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 

PHASE:   YEAR: 

INTENT IMPLEMENTATION 

Curriculum vision Learning values Core skills 

Through our curriculum, our children will 

become; 

 Effective learners; 
 Responsible citizens. 

Our children will: 

 Speak clearly and articulate ideas confidently. 

 Use taught vocabulary purposefully and in 
different contexts. 

 Show empathy and resilience. 

 Use new technologies appropriately and with 
purpose. 

 Problem solve, explore, question and be 
curious. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Autumn Spring 

Mini topic 

week 1 and 2 

Be the best you 

can be. 

Focus on basic 

skills 

Topic and Question: Blood Heart 

What gets your heart racing?  

Topic and Question: Peasants, Pestilence and Princes.  

The Plague: The rat, the cat or something more than that? 

Driver/focus: Science Driver/focus: History  

Launch: Dissecting a heart. Launch:  Design a Doctor Day.  

Hooks: Medical museum, heart dissection, make own science clips.  Hooks: Dr Design, Eyam, cure boxes, meet the rats, social class dress 

up, battle re-enactment choreography, helmets, chicks/butterflies, 

comp (computing)  

Showcase: British Heart Foundation fundraising event. Showcase: Museum +  

Key Text: Pig Heart Boy.  Key Text: The Children of Winter  

Key vocabulary: Oxygenated/deoxygenated, circulatory, veins, 

absorption, haemoglobin haemocyanin, cardiology, capillary, electrical 

impulses, prevention, transplant, substance, pressure, trauma, 

syndrome, diagnosis/misdiagnosis, surgeons, arteries, pulmonary, 

vessels, aorta, vena cava, anatomical, valves, atria, chordae 

tendineae, dissection 

Key vocabulary: bacteria, bubonic plague, feudal, chivalry, poll tax, 

revolt, pestilence, contaminate, heraldry, villain, symptom, flagellant 

Recall

Understand

Connect

Apply

Topic discussion/quizzes 
KWL grids revisited each week. 

 Generate key questions to be revisit. 

What have you learnt before to help you 

achieve that? 

Self-explanation and elaboration. 
E.g. recall facts about the Great Fire of 
 London and be able to explain why it 

happened and spread so quickly (deeper 
learning). 

Make links to similar themes and 
events (link to what children have 

learnt in the past) 

Use learnt knowledge to solve 
problems and/or recreate in a new 

context 



Citizenship Participate in decision-making relating to fundraising and ethics 

around transplants.  

Recognise how their actions effect their health and feelings of 

themselves and others.  

Develop empathy.  

Know about help and support available for individuals, families and 

groups.  

 

Explore the impact of a social class system in the past and today.  

Discuss the importance of a public health agenda and individuals’ 

responsibility towards this.  

Know about public protest in a range of contexts.  

 

 

 

BIG IDEAS 

What will children 

know that they 

didn’t know before?  

Assessment 

opportunities – 

KWL grids and mini 

assessments.  

What are the main parts of the circulatory system and the heart and 

what do they do? 

What is the impact of diet, exercise and lifestyle on the heart and the 

body?  

How are nutrients and water transported through the body?  

What are the main components of blood and what are their functions?  

What are the main reasons why people need organ transplants and 

blood transfusions and the ethical arguments for and against this?  

 

Which people made up the feudal system; who were at the top and 

bottom? 

What were the reasons for famine at the start of the 14th century?  

Why did the peasants revolt and what happened afterwards?  

What caused the plague, how did it spread and what were the 

symptoms? 

What were the ideas at the time about why the plague was spread?  

 

 

Science 

 

 

Scientific investigation 

 Plan enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary. 

 Use appropriate techniques and apparatus  
taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision. 

 Recording data and results of increasing complexity in a scientific way. 

 Use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests  

 Report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations  
in oral and written forms such as displays and other presentations  

 Use scientific evidence to describe scientific ideas identifying evidence that has been used to support or 
refute ideas or arguments. 

Animals including humans  

 Identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, and describe the functions of the 
heart, blood vessels and blood  

 Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way their bodies function 
Describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within animals, including humans. 

 

Scientific investigation 

 Plan enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary. 

 Use appropriate techniques and apparatus  
taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision. 

 Recording data and results of increasing complexity in a scientific way. 

 Use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests  

 Report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations  
in oral and written forms such as displays and other presentations  

 Use scientific evidence to describe scientific ideas identifying evidence that has been used to support or 
refute ideas or arguments. 

Living Things and their Habitats  

 Describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird 

 Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals.  

 
 

 



History 

 

 

 Place events, artefact and historical figures on a timeline, using dates, with a wider understanding of 
where events fit on a larger scale. 

 Understand the concept of continuity and change over time, representing them on a timeline, along 

with evidence, on a time line.  

 

 Identify local continuity and change over time and the impact this had on how we live now.  

 Create structured accounts of what life was like, including social, ethnic, political, cultural and religious 
aspects of historical periods.  

 Consider and explain different accounts and viewpoints, considering bias (e.g. men, women, children, 
different religions, countries etc).  

 Use research and evidence to deduce and infer information about the past refining lines of enquiry 
appropriately.  

 Appropriately select, use, analyse and evaluate a range of sources to find out about the past, giving 
reasons for the selection.  

 Describe different accounts of an historical event, considering propaganda, bias and social context.   

 Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history and discuss their 
wider impact on life and society. 

 Describe the main changes in a period of history, using terms such as social, religious, political, industrial, 
technological and cultural.  

 Use dates and terms accurately when describing events.  
 
 

 

Geography 

 

 

  Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Countries and cities of the UK - England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, wales, Cardiff, Belfast, Edinburgh, London.  

 Geographical regions - Scotland, Northern Ireland, North East, North West, Yorkshire & Humber, wales, West Midlands, East 
Midlands, Anglia, London, South East, South West. 5 

 Identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity within a location. 

 Describe and understand key aspects of: 
- Key physical features (See vocabulary below) 

 Key human features (see vocabulary below) 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Art and design 

 

 

 Use a variety of techniques to add interesting effects (eg reflections, 
shadows, direction of sunlight) 

 Choose a style of drawing suitable for the work (eg realistic or 
impressionistic) 

 

Drawing 

 Use a variety of techniques to add interesting effects (eg reflections, shadows, direction of sunlight) 

 Choose a style of drawing suitable for the work (eg realistic or impressionistic) 
Painting 

 Use the qualities of watercolour and acrylic paints to create visually interesting pieces 

 Combine colours, tones and tints to enhance the mood of a piece 
Printing 

 Build up layers of colours 

 Create an accurate pattern showing fine detail 

 Use a range of visual elements to reflect the purpose of the work 

 

Design 

Technology 

 

 Use detailed research and understanding to develop an intricate design. 

 Follow the design and make an informed choice about the resources to 
use to match the purpose of the product. 

 Design a range of product solutions to solve a problem, which are appealing, fit for purpose and fully functional.  

 Follow the design and make an informed choice about the resources to use to match the purpose of the product. 

 Evaluate own products as well as each other’s and suggest improvements. 

 

Computing 

 

 

Select, use and combine a variety of software on a range of devices. 

Contribute to blogs that are moderated by teachers 

 

 Collaborate with others online on sites approved and moderated by teachers 

 Prepare and Present information in a range of forms for familiar audiences.  

 Use specified screen coordinates to control movement 

 Specify the conditions to trigger events 



 

 

 

 


