
MEXBOROUGH ST JOHNS C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 

PHASE:   YEAR: 5 

INTENT IMPLEMENTATION 

Curriculum vision Learning values Core skills 

Through our curriculum, our children will 
become; 

 Effective learners; 
 Responsible citizens. 

Our children will: 

 Speak clearly and articulate ideas confidently. 

 Use taught vocabulary purposefully and in 
different contexts. 

 Show empathy and resilience. 

 Use new technologies appropriately and with 
purpose. 

 Problem solve, explore, question and be 
curious. 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Mini topic 
week 1 and 2 

Be the best you 
can be. 

Focus on basic 
skills 

Topic and Question: Why were The Victorians 
so victorious? 

Topic and Question: Blood Heart 
What gets your heart racing?  

Topic and Question: 

Driver/focus: Revolution (cornerstones) Driver/focus: Science Driver/focus: 

Launch: Who were famous Victorians? Launch: Dissecting a heart. Launch: 

Hooks: Visitor- Historian Hooks: Medical museum, heart dissection, 
make own science clips.  

Hooks: 

Showcase: Victorian museum/Victorian 
Christmas fair 

Showcase: British Heart Foundation fundraising 
event. 

Showcase: 

Key Text: Street Child, Cogheart Key Text: Pig Heart Boy.  Key Text: 

Key vocabulary: Continuity, legacy, biased, 
unbiased, resistance, endemic, industry, 
revolution, political, monarchy, rigorous, 
analysis, causal, deduce, infer, perspective, 
perceptive, imply, bias, unbiased, propaganda, 
context, economic, evaluate 

Key vocabulary: Oxygenated/deoxygenated, 
circulatory, veins, absorption, haemoglobin 
haemocyanin, cardiology, capillary, electrical 
impulses, prevention, transplant, substance, 
pressure, trauma, syndrome, 
diagnosis/misdiagnosis, surgeons, arteries, 
pulmonary, vessels, aorta, vena cava, 
anatomical, valves, atria, chordae tendineae, 
dissection 

Key vocabulary: 

Citizenship  Participate in decision-making relating to 
fundraising and ethics around transplants.  
Recognise how their actions effect their the 
health and feelings of themselves and others.  
Develop empathy.  
Know about help and support available for 
individuals, families and groups.  

 

Recall

Understand

Connect

Apply

Topic discussion/quizzes 
KWL grids revisited each week. 

 Generate key questions to be revisit. 

What have you learnt before to help you 

achieve that? 

Self-explanation and elaboration. 
E.g. recall facts about the Great Fire of 
 London and be able to explain why it 

happened and spread so quickly (deeper 
learning). 

Make links to similar themes and 
events (link to what children have 

learnt in the past) 

Use learnt knowledge to solve 
problems and/or recreate in a new 

context 



 
BIG IDEAS 
What will children 
know that they 
didn’t know before?  
Assessment 
opportunities – 
KWL grids and mini 
assessments.  

How did The Victorians impact on how we live 
today? 
What was life like in Victorian Britain? What 
were children’s experiences of life and school? 
What was similar and different about life in the 
Victorian era compared to today? 
Why are some sources of information more 
reliable than others? 
When did Queen Victoria reign? 
When did key events take place that impacted 
on change for Victorians and created continuity 
for people today?  
What impact did significant people have in 
changing the life of Victorians? 
What was the British Empire? 
What was the Industrial Revolution and how did 
it change Britain? 
 
Plot Victoria’s reign on a time line and other key 
events from the era. See below. 
 
Study specific individuals and inventions and 
their impact on Victorians and life today 
(Isambard Brunel, Thomas Edison, Isaac 
Singer, Alexander Graham Bell, Karl Benz, 
Thomas Barnado, Charles Darwin). How did 
they change life for Victorian people and how 
have they or their inventions created continuity 
in today’s world? Give images of inventions and 
find out about their inventors. Plot on a timeline. 
 
The Industrial Revolution- what was it? How did 
it create change and continuity in Britain. 
 
Use various sources of information to analyse 
the experiences of people in the Victorian Era. 
 
Compare the life of Victorian children with that 
of ours today (including schools). 
 
Rich and poor – how did their lives differ? 
 

What are the main parts of the circulatory 
system and the heart and what do they do? 
What is the impact of diet, exercise and lifestyle 
on the heart and the body?  
How are nutrients and water transported 
through the body?  
What are the main components of blood and 
what are their functions?  
What are the main reasons why people need 
organ transplants and blood transfusions and 
the ethical arguments for and against this?  
 

 



Locate countries around the world that were 
part of the British Empire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science 
 
 

Light 

 Recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines  

 Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects 
are seen because they give out or reflect light into the eye 

 Explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to 
our eyes or from light sources to objects and then to our eyes  

Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows 
have the same shape as the objects that cast them. 
 
Electricity 

 Associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the 
number and voltage of cells used in the circuit 

 Compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, 
including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the 
on/off position of switches  

Use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram. 
 

Create an incandescent light bulb like Thomas 
Edison. 

Scientific investigation 
 Plan enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and 

controlling variables where necessary. 

 Use appropriate techniques and apparatus  
taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with 
increasing accuracy and precision. 

 Recording data and results of increasing complexity in a scientific 
way. 

 Use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and 
fair tests  

 Report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, 
causal relationships and explanations  in oral and written forms such 
as displays and other presentations  

 Use scientific evidence to describe scientific ideas identifying 
evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments. 

Investigate heart rate under different conditions.  
Report findings with scientific support (video clips, posters etc)  

Animals including humans  
 Identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, 

and describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood  

 Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way 
their bodies function 
Describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within 
animals, including humans. 
 

Dissect a sheep heart to identify the main parts of the heart. 
(Contact comp week 3).  
Learn about the circulatory system – children with bibs to act as 
oxygenated and deoxygenated blood.  
Engineer a model circulatory system (Use STEM – week 5/6) 
Make artificial blood to learn about the different 
components/functions.  
Professional to talk about healthy lifestyle and impact on their 
body for their job (sport). Create a life size person annotated with 
info, diagrams and warnings. Use of BBC video clips.  

 



Who gets the heart? Diamond 9 for different individuals presented 
to them. Use knowledge of lifestyle and heart to debate who is 
the best candidate for a transplant.  Argue to an external panel?  
 
Trip – w/c 04 or 11 Nov  
Fundraiser 04/12/19 
BHF talk? w/c 18/11  
 
 

History 
 
 

Historical Overview 

 Identify local continuity and change over time and the impact this had 
on how we live now.  

 Create structured accounts of what life was like, including social, ethnic, 
political, cultural and religious aspects of historical periods.  

 Investigate connections, contrasts and trends over time in Britain and 
the wider world during specific periods.  

 Consider and explain different accounts and viewpoints, considering 
bias (e.g. men, women, children, different religions, countries etc).  

Make detailed comparisons between periods, including ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences. 
 
 
 
Understanding Chronology 

 Place events, artefact and historical figures on a timeline, using 
dates, with a wider understanding of where events fit on a larger 
scale. 

 Describe the main changes in a period of history, using terms 
such as social, religious, political, industrial, technological and 
cultural.  

 Identify periods of rapid change in history and contrast them with 
times of stability. 

 Understand the concept of continuity and change over time, 
representing them on a timeline, along with evidence, on a time 
line.  

 Use dates and terms accurately when describing events. 
 
Investigation and preparation 
 

 Use research and evidence to deduce and infer information about the 
past refining lines of enquiry appropriately.  

 Ask perceptive question such as: What if? What was for____compared 
to ______ and why? What was the impact of?  

 Appropriately select, use, analyse and evaluate a range of sources to 
find out about the past, giving reasons for the selection.  

 Describe different accounts of an historical event, considering 
propaganda, bias and social context.   

Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and 
changes in history and discuss their wider impact on life and society. 
 
 
 
 

 Place events, artefact and historical figures on a timeline, using 
dates, with a wider understanding of where events fit on a larger 
scale. 

 Understand the concept of continuity and change over time, 

representing them on a timeline, along with evidence, on a time 

line.  

Karl Landsteiner – distinguished the main blood groups.  
History of transplants. 
Development of medicine and understanding over time and 
changes to medical practice.  

 

 



Geography 
 
 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 Countries and cities of the UK - England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
wales, Cardiff, Belfast, Edinburgh, London.  

 Geographical regions - Scotland, Northern Ireland, North East, 
North West, Yorkshire & Humber, wales, West Midlands, East 
Midlands, Anglia, London, South East, South West.  

Locate Darlington. Stockton, Durham and the River Tees as routes for 
transporting coal. Advantages? (See cornerstones) 

 

 

  

Art and design 
 
 

Drawing 
 

 Use a variety of techniques to add interesting effects 
(eg reflections, shadows, direction of sunlight) 

 Use a choice of techniques to depict movement, perspective, shadows 
and reflection 

 Use lines to represent movement 
Choose a style of drawing suitable for the work (eg realistic or 
impressionistic) 
 
 
 
Study the picture ‘The First council of Queen 
Victoria’. 
 
Portraits  

 Use a variety of techniques to add interesting effects (eg reflections, 
shadows, direction of sunlight) 

 Choose a style of drawing suitable for the work (eg realistic or 
impressionistic) 

 
Cross-sectional drawing.  
Abstract blood art. 

 

Design 
Technology 
 

Brunel Bridges. 
Create a model of a slum using knowledge of 
what has been studied. 
 

 Use detailed research and understanding to develop an intricate 
design. 

 Follow the design and make an informed choice about the resources to 
use to match the purpose of the product. 

 
Design and make a healthy meal. Advertise with healthy benefits.  
Research packaging claiming health benefits to inform own 
designs.  

 

Computing 
 
 

Using Microsoft Word and Powerpoint to create 
effective documents. 

Select, use and combine a variety of software on a range of devices. 
Contribute to blogs that are moderated by teachers 

 
Food blog. 
Data loggers/fitbits. 

 

To DO  Contact comp week 3 dissection and skeleton). Data loggers to 

borrow for a week?  

Trip – ??  

Use STEM – week 5/6 

 



BHF talk? w/c 18/11  

Fundraiser 04/12/19  

Transition: Mon am Tues pm  Art and writing 

Resources order:  

Pumping Heart model p. 896 450187 £25.61 

Cross-section human heart model p. 897 450186 £10.24 

Blood pressure monitor p. 2061 D60125 £39.50 (cheaper)  

Fitbits – ask staff/children.  

Stopwatches? Check batteries.  

 

Reading area order: lava lamp, fairy lghts, beanbags, floor 

cushions, nexk support, bucket chair. Canopy, blankets, book 

boxes  

 

 


