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Maple Class Newsletter – Autumn 1 – September 2019 

Dear parents, 

I hope you all had a Summer break, the children have been telling us all the fun things you all got up to. We 

have got lots of amazing things to do this coming half term in Maple Class! 

We will be starting our topic of ‘Is it Right to Fight?’ where we will be completing lots of interesting work 

relating to World War 2. We are focusing a lot of our work on the impact of World War 2 on the children at 

the time and will keep reflecting on our big question on whether it is right to fight. We will be ending the 

half term with a VE Day style celebration where we will be able to showcase some of our amazing work and 

the dances we have learnt in PE. 

In Literacy we are reading ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by Emma Caroll and the ‘Lion and the Unicorn’ by 

Shirley Hughes. Both books are of a similar theme, based on a child being evacuated in the war, but are very 

different in both content and writing style – so will be very useful when we start looking at writing our own 

diary entries and letters. 

In Mathematics this half term we will be completing our work on place value. This is a very important topic 

and we will be completing lots of exciting investigations to help the children understand problem solving 

and reasoning. We will be introducing stem sentences so that the children begin to answer questions in full 

sentences explaining their reasoning. For example, ‘I know this because… It can’t be …. So it must be….’ 

In reading we are continuing focusing on comprehension skills so please help your child by reading at home 

4 times a week and signing their home learning logs. Please remember to ask your child questions about 

their reading, then this will help them considerably.  We are challenging all children to think about APE 

(Answer/Prove/Explain) when they answer questions about their reading. 

Your child’s spellings will be sent home every Friday and the test is the following Friday. Please help your 

child to understand the rule in their spellings and to be able to say the word in the correct context – this 

particular helps them when they are spelling homophones (i.e. words that sound the same, but are spelled 

differently.) 

Our PE days are Thursday and Friday this half term. Please bring your child to school with the correct 

uniform for the lesson on these days. Please can you also ensure the items of clothing are named. When the 

weather allows we will be carrying out PE outdoors however please remember the British Weather has a 

habit of changing quickly, so please ensure children have appropriate clothing should we need to carry out 

PE indoors for safety reasons. 

His term year 4 have started to learn to play a brass instrument. Every child has an instrument and will 

follow programme of study delivered by a qualified music teacher from the music service. The children are 

very excited by this and are having great fun learning to play their lovely instruments. 

Please feel free to log onto our website to see more information and photos from our year so far. The link is 

as follows:        https://www.mexboroughstjohn.co.uk/ 

Hope you all enjoy this half term if you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to see me. 

Mrs Riley 


