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Newsletter 23.10.2020 

Thank you 

I would like to say a big thank you and well done to all our children who have breathed life back into school this 
half term. We are very proud of their positive attitudes and approach to learning.  

Thank you to our parents and carers for your messages of support in what has been a very different start to our 
school year.  

School dinners 

I am writing to inform you about important changes to school dinners. The price of school dinners has increased 
significantly this year. We currently charge you £2.10 for a school meal and the cost to school is £2.50. We have 
subsidised the cost of school meals by 40p per child this half term but the school budget can’t sustain this moving 
forward. Unfortunately, we will have to increase the price charged moving forward. 

Next half term the cost of a school dinner will increase to £2.40 per child per day. School will continue to subsidise 
meals by 10p per child until Easter. 

After Easter we will charge the full price of £2.50. We understand that this is a big increase in a year which is 
why we plan to continue to support you by subsidising meals up to Easter.    
 
New Menus 
 
The new school meal menu will commence next half term.  The vegetarian option is back along with some new 
meal choices. The menus are available online via the following link  
 
https://www.mexboroughstjohn.co.uk/school-lunches 
 

Healthy Schools status 

I am very pleased to inform you that we have achieved Healthy Schools status. This week it was confirmed that we 
have our bronze award (the logo can be seen at the bottom of our letterhead) and we are now working hard to 
achieve our silver award. Thank you to Mrs Mapplebeck and all of our children for helping us to achieve this.  

Weekly reading winners 

It’s been another great week for our amazing young readers! The children below have impressed us with their 
positive attitudes and won a book out of our vending machine. Well done! 

F1 F2 Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Evan Olivia Poppie Harry Laylajade Callum Annalisa Ellie 

 

 

Sedgefield Way, Mexborough, South Yorkshire,  S64 0BE. 
Tel: - 01709 582619  Headteacher: - Mr A Minor 

       

Together we believe, together we succeed. 
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School Values Competition 

Congratulations and thankyou to the children who won our competition for designing our new school values logos. 
The following children won a £15 Amazon gift card for their winning entries: 

Stewardship Hope Forgiveness Honesty 

   

 

To be confirmed after 
half term 

By Adam Y6 By Kaisha Y6 By Charlotte Y4  

Thank ‘school office staff’ day  

Here at Mexborough St John’s we celebrated our ‘thank school office 
staff’ day today. This is in recognition of all their hard work and for 
everything they have done to support our children and families despite 
the challenges that they have faced this half term. We are very lucky to 
have staff that always have a smile on their face when dealing with 
challenges from all angles. Thank you Mrs Spencer (Admin Officer), Mrs 
Loftus (Inclusion Manager) and Mrs Salmons (School Business Manager).  

Poppy Appeal 

As always we will be helping to raise funds for the Royal British Legion . Poppy Appeal 

merchandise will be available in classes from the first week back. Due to limited stock we 

are restricted to 1 item per child and only while stocks last. The suggested donation ranges 

from 50p-£1. Please send your donation to class in an envelope with your child’s name 

clearly displayed (please do not to the school office).  

On Friday 6th children can wear red to show our support for the charity for a £1 donation.  

Children In Need 

We will be supporting Children In Need on Friday 13th November. All children are invited to wear pjamas for £1 
donation. Please remember children will still require outdoor footwear and coats.  
 
Inappropriate language 

Please remember to curb your language when on the school grounds and when in front of our children. Swearing is 
not acceptable. Anyone continuing to use inappropriate language may be asked to leave the school site and may 
be subject to a short term ban from the premises. 

COVID-19  Testing 

If you have a confirmed case of COVID-19 during the half term holiday please email us via 
school@msj.jmat.org.uk We will be monitoring emails so that we can contact anyone who needs to self-isolate 
following a confirmed case or if you have been notified that you need to self-isolate. 
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Walking home 

Just a reminder that Y5 and Y6 children can walk home on their own but parents must decide if their child is ready 

to walk home from school alone, and assess any risks associated with the route and their child’s confidence.  

Questions for parents to consider if their child is ready for this responsibility include the following: 

 Do you trust them to walk straight home?  

 Do you trust them to behave sensibly when with a friend?  

 Are they road safety aware?  

 Would they know what to do if a stranger approaches them?  

 Would they have the confidence to refuse to do what a stranger asked?  

 Would they know the best action to take if a stranger tried to make them do something they 

didn’t want to do (scream, shout, kick or fight)?  

 Would they know what to do if they needed help?  

 Would they know who best to approach to get help?  

 

If the parents of Year 5 and 6 pupils wish their children to walk home alone the school must be informed of  

this in writing by completing the attached appendix.   

Walking home on a Friday – because of the slightly earlier finish on a Friday, only year 6 children will be permitted to 

walk home on their own. All other children must be collected at their allocated time.  
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APPENDIX 1 

 

Permission for pupils to walk to and from school unaccompanied 

 

The person with parental responsibility must complete and return this reply slip to school as  

soon as possible before the child first walks home alone.  

 

Name of Child: ............................................................................Class: ........................................  

 

I wish to inform you that my child will be walking to/from school on regular basis. I will notify you  

immediately should this arrangement change. I have read and understood the guidelines, systems  

and reasonable precautions set out in the ‘Policy on Collection from School and Safeguarding  

Pupils Walking to and from School Alone’.  

 

I fully understand that once I give permission for my child to walk to and from school alone, the  

school is not responsible for my child’s actions or whereabouts once they are not on the school  

premises. 

 

Signed: ......………………………………...................................Date: ....................................... …... 

 

Print Name: .................................................................................…………………………… 
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