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Newsletter 22.01.2021 

Dear Parents / Carers.  

Over the past two weeks’ staff and school have had so many positive messages, thanks and well wishes from many of our families. 

This really means a lot to us all. Your messages have helped staff to feel valued at a time when they are all anxious about Covid-

19. Particularly while they are working in small spaces with numerous adults and children. They (like you) continue to worry about 

their families and friends and long for life to return to normal. In this difficult time, we all need to do our bit and it’s important that 

we support each other and stay positive. We are extremely grateful for your support and I would like to thank you for your 

positive messages.  

Remote Learning 

In September, many children were behind after missing almost half of the school year. As a school, we worked incredibly hard 

helping children to begin to catch up and put additional measures and staff in place. We were incredibly disappointed when we 

were forced to close our doors to many children again after Christmas as many were progressing well and rising to the ‘catch up’ 

Challenge. Since then, I have been incredibly impressed and proud of many of our children’s and family’s efforts to engage in 

remote education. We know it’s not easy but you’re really doing an incredible job.  

Below I have included the percentages of children regularly engaging with remote learning. I can’t stress how important it is for you 

to make sure that your child / children engage with this.  

 F2 Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Engaging in remote 
learning  

95% 83% 81% 100% 94% 95% 80% 

 

Engaging in most 
learning 

69% 40% 25% 39% 44% 90%  60% 

Engaging in some 
learning  

26% 43% 56% 61% 50% 5% 20% 

 

I am increasingly worried that children who don’t engage in most of their remote learning will continue to fall even further behind. 

This is something that will likely affect them for the rest of their school career. Plainly put, if your child doesn’t engage in remote 

learning they are unlikely to catch up by the time they leave primary school and will be at a disadvantage to their peers.  

I understand that you may have other work commitments and more than one child to support but if your child is not engaging in 

their remote learning I encourage you to at least insist that they complete the reading, writing and maths work being set.  

Ideas for structuring home learning 

Many of you will already have systems in place that are working well for you and your family. You know your child best and it is 

your choice as to how you engage your children and assert your expectations. However, if you are finding this challenging or 

would like a few additional ideas I have included some suggestions below. 

 
 Establish a routine. The key is finding out what works for you as a family but try to have a separation/cut off between home 

life and school. 

 Focus more on the core learning (reading, writing and maths) and/or areas that your child finds more difficult. 

 Little and often. It is much better to do a little bit every day. Even an hour's lesson at school is broken down by teachers.  
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 Make your expectations clear and develop a reward system with your child. This needs to be simple and manageable.   

 Avoid the temptation to spend all day in pyjamas. Encourage your child to get dressed each morning before stating their 
remote learning will help to separate school work from home.  

 Don’t expect your child to sit at the table or work on their device the whole day. Take regular breaks between subjects, go for 
a walk, include a mindfulness session. Think about yourself as well.  

 Look after your own wellbeing and take the time to find what works for you. 

 

How will we be celebrating children’s learning?  

 

From next week we will begin to celebrate children’s remote learning and face to face learning in a few different ways: 

 

Remote learning 

 Every Friday afternoon class teachers will select a range of children’s work to celebrate on the Edmodo Platform. This will be a 
slideshow that is commented on by both the class teacher and Head teacher. Every child selected will also receive 5 additional 
do-jo points. 

 Remote learner of the week will be launched next Friday. One child from each class who has put a lot of effort into their 
learning will be chosen. They will receive a special mention on the Edmodo platform and the newsletter. In addition, a prize 
and certificate will be delivered to their door.  

Face to face learning (children still attending school) 

 Star learner of the week will commence next week. One child from each class who has put a lot of effort into their learning will 
be chosen. They will receive a special mention on the newsletter, a certificate and a prize. 

 There will be a celebration activity in class for all pupils at the end of the half term.  

 

If you need any further support with remote learning or understanding the work that is been set, then please get in touch. At St 

John’s, there is no such thing as a silly question and staff are more than happy to talk you through the learning that has been set. 

We would rather do this than your child not engage.  

 

Term Dates 

Following consultation, Mexborough St John’s will continue with the current holiday pattern and not follow the DMBCs new 

proposal.  

Please make a note of the term dates below. These can also be found under the ‘Home’ section on the school website or via the link:  

https://www.mexboroughstjohn.co.uk/blank-5 

Inset dates will be announced once confirmed. 

 

Holiday Start and end date (week days) 

Back to school 01.09.2021 

October half term- 1 week 25.10.21 - 29.10.21 

Christmas break- 2 weeks 20.12.21 - 03.01.22 

February half term- 1 week 21.02.22 - 25.02.22 

Easter break- 2 weeks.  11.04.22 - 22.04.22 

May half term- 1 week 30.05.22 - 03.06.22 

Summer break- 6 weeks 22.07.22 - 01.09.22 

 

Many thanks and as ever, stay safe. 
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